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mins, and that the Hindoo princes inflicted
on them every description of merciless tor-
ture, regarding them as infidels, and their
religion as an unpardonable heresy.

About the year 546 B. C., arose a re-
former, in the person of the virtuous as-
cetic Sakia, who endeavoured to found re-
gulations and laws among the Buddists,
which should exalt the character of their
magistrates and pontiffs, and render them
somewhat independent of oppression i in
319, B. C. a celebrated king called Asoka,
reigned at Palibothra,* and became a con-
vert to the tenets of Buddism. This prince,
who after his consecration was styled Piya-
dasi, was inspired with the strongest zeal
for proselytism, and in furtherance of his
designs, allowed convocations to be held,
missionaries to be entertained, and every
method adopted which could tend to ren-
der general, those opinions which the
king now considered to form the only true
faith.

* Considered as the modem Patna,